A series of tributes to hometown heroes wha have made a difference. 


George Kessler 


he premier landscape architect in the U.S., 

George Edward Kessler used his vision to 
conceive a city plan for Terre Haute as well as 
designs for landmarks such as Deming Park, Ohio 
Boulevard, Fairbanks Park and Memorial Stadium. 
The only son of Edward Carl and Clotilde Kessler, 
George was born in the village of Bad Franken- 
hausen, Germany, on July 16, 1862, and immigrated 
to the U.S. three years later with his parents and 
sister Antoine. The family lived in Hoboken, N.J., 
St. Louis, Hannibal, Mo., and Wisconsin before 
settling in Dallas. When George's father died in 
1878, his mother returned to Germany with the 
children. George studied landscape gardening in 
Belvedere and Liszt, Germany, and then at the Gaertner Lehranstalt, a school of 
garden design founded by landscape architect Peter Joseph Lenné, Julius Sckell, 
a proponent of grand English-style boulevards, was Kessler's mentor. 
Kessler returned to the U.S. in 1882, spending several months working at à 
nursery in New York City. While there, he sought employment from Frederick 
Law Olmstead, designer of Central Park. Though he did not get a job, Olmstead 
recommended George to develop a railroad park at Merriam, Kan. That project 
was so popular it led him to commissions in the Kansas City metropolitan area 
and assignments in Detroit, Baltimore and Oklahoma City. Kansas City became 
his headquarters. Residential subdivisions in Euclid Heights, Ohio, and Ogden. 
Utah, further enhanced his reputation. On May 14, 1900, he wed Ida G. Fields 
of St. Louis. When Kessler was invited to provide landscape plans for the 1904 
Worlds Fair in St. Louis, he opened a second office there. As the City Beautiful 
Movement swept America, Kessler's sphere of influence expanded southwest to 
Dallas, Houston and El Paso, north to South Dakota and east to Syracuse, N.Y. 
His master park plan for Denver and designs for a park and boulevard system in 
Memphis were hailed for their brilliance. The Kessler Plan for Indianapolis — 
developed between 1908 and 1923— called for 12 parks connected by parkways 
and boulevards. South Bend and Fort Wayne also benefitted from his expertise. 


Kessler was first consulted about a master plan for Terre Haute in 1903; however, 
it is doubtful that any of his ideas were utilized before 1911. He visited the city in 
1913, envisioning a boulevard known as Paul Dresser Drive encircling the entire 
city, commencing in what is now Fairbanks Park and exploiting the Wabash river- 
front on the west and Fruitridge Ave. on the east. In 1916 he was consulted by Rose 
Polytechnic to design its campus. Soon after the Terre Haute Park Board acquired 
riverfront property from Crawford and Edward Fairbanks, Kessler was enlisted 
once again. At a meeting at the Hotel Deming on Oct. 20, 1920, he offered to pre- 
pare a city plan called “The Terre Haute Plan" for $10,000. When it was decided 
to convert the Vigo County Fairgrounds at Brown and Wabash avenues into a park 
with a multi-purpose coliseum, Kessler was engaged to landscape the future site 
of Memorial Stadium and the surrounding parkway. Before the city acquired 155 
acres from Demas Deming on Feb. 28, 1921, he recommended the purchase and 
submitted plans for its use as a park and an extension of Ohio Boulevard eastward. 


Kessler was living in Indiandpolis in early 1923 working on several Indiana proj- 
ects when he was taken seriously ill. He died at age 60 on May 19, 1923, survived 
by his wife and a son. Kessler Boulevard in Indianapolis and in Longview. Wash., 
and Kessler Park in Dallas are among several landmarks named in his memory. 
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missioners?" He added refer- 
ence to a state recommendation 
that '". . . sanitary sewers are 
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Byrne's Comment 

Byrne’s comment Tuesday 
appeared to confirm the local 
health ` chief'Ss earlier remark 
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a night: Hacbaugh sald 
AJ. / esday nig arbaugh said, 
(Ages lh eC S ; “I think Dr. Duckwall and his) 
AF. assistant, Paul Welch are pass- | 
; om x e ing the buck instead of setting | 
TS O A N: TA : the record straight. The law 
Y — = n 't run sewage overi 
BY JACK HUGHES Although combatants in the the Be cto atin cone else’s property} 
Tribune- Staff. Writer. f current dispute include Har- y would permit the ponds r and it is up to them to entatcal 
Relief from stream poluga A > Somiy pd oir csi eis dilige thecsznN the law.” 
he Deming Park area. by[b. F. Duckwali, , and mem- n - ; 
Ag ol Terte Haute mm aa bers of the Terre Haute Board) Then, last Friday, Harbaugh| Harbaugh sud by the county 
tension to Seelyville, is not exjof Sanitary Commissioners, the|announced he was closing thel — officer dmissi 
pected before next summer, ac-\ Problem ard real isse &t'Hang | Ponds "i E ure i Ed - Map LICET on, Sear 
cording to City Engineer John|dates back to a time long be.||C2USe ERIS po Hu "s E The county apparently has 
T. Byrne. DET" `i fore. any, of them came into of- i rth procu S, ne crit-| sidetracked the issue for sever- 
Byrne's forecast came as on8|fice, and before the sewer ex-|jicized health officials again. {a} years.” 
lresult of a growing dispute be-|tensiOn seemed to offer a solu-| Dr. Duckwall responded with Further, Harbaugh said; “I 
tween City Park Superintendent || tion. a statement in which he sought} , said 
Howard Harbaugh and the Vigo| However, Dr. Duckwall called||to “set the record straight." Hej want the county officials to 
County Health Department re-jattention to the pollution prob-|quoted a county health depart-|know that I didn't spend’ one 
telo pollution, of Demingliem which continues in a report ment report to the office of e og cent of e city's money i 
‘from -inr.jseveral weeks ago. : 
ose pectic sy arois he said his information indi-jthe effect that 40 per cent of the have the water in those ponds 
by some property. owners east|Cated that the sewer extension} subdivision residents “. . . have ||tested. $ mo. j 
fof Kean Lane and north to U. S.| might not be a reality until] admitted being hooked onto the|| Last Friday, in announcing 
(40. The suspect area’ includes |1970. He pointed out that, injstorm sewer; 20 per cent ad-|the closing of wading in the 
‘Woodridge Subdivision. the meantime, residents of the|vised us' they were draining||Ponds, Harbaugh said, “I’m re- 
The subdivision has been un-jSuspect area should take some} into the lake . . . (on Highway ,5Ponsible for the safeness of the 
der investigation by local and|remenial action, if only to have|40), 15 per cent said they were||Parks and this situation is going 
state health authorities for sev-|their septic tanks pumped out|draining into ditches (and) the|to be taken care of by legal 
eral years because of the al-||more often. He indicated that|other 25 per cent were doubtful| means. We have about 50,000 
leged practice, by some resi.|his department might have tojor did not know." persons visit the park annually 
dents, of piping from septie|tàke sterner measures before| He reported further that most(jand something should be done 
tanks to storm drainage ditches| the Sewer extension project is|of the residents involved cur.|about the matter. 
rather than to a “finger system"| realized. State health authori-|rently are awaiting the sewer! At the same time, he also re-| 
or other in-the-ground filtration|ties are reported to have taken//extension rather than institut-[ferred to an order issued by the 
dispersal. fon interest in the investiga- ing changes in their septic sys- Vigo Coynty Biers E Health 
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Frau pour “the tate Although the subdivision is re- j| authorized dumps in the county. 
jhealth board reportedly consid- garded as the site of some ofjjTuesday, Harbaugh said, "f| 
ered requiring subdivision resi-| the most expensive homes infiWelch is going to stop individ. | 
dents to finance and construct the area, the expense of inst|.]uals from operating a dump at. 
tuting such changes is said toa. place where they want a 
be a factor in the current sit-Mravine""fited up- then why, 
doesn't he pursue the same law} 
Funds Available and make the residents in the 
Federal funds in the amount||Park area quit draining their 


sewage into a city park?" 

Flatly, Harbaugh said, “The 
situation will be cleared up. If 
ago." Dr. Duckwall said, "This!|nothing else, the drains that| 

sewer was supposed to be com-Hlead under Kean Lane and into 
/ if pleted by now. Instead of Mr.lithe park will be plugged." He 
inasmuch} Harbaugh's complaint about the|Balso announced the three ponds 
y Health Department, why not|Mwill be drained in September. 


put a spur to the sanitary com- 


er extension project "months 


Wadd 


Harbaugh said by the county 
health afficer's own admission, 
"The county apparently has 
sidetracked the issue for sever- 
al years." 

Further, Harbaugh said, “I 
want the county officials to 
iknow that I didn't spend one 
| red cent of the city's money to 
i have the water in those ponds 


| tested." 
+ + + 
Last Friday, in announcing 


the closing of wading in thel 


ponds, Harbaugh said, “I’m re- 
jsponsible for the safeness of the 
parks and this situation is going 
to be taken care of by legal 


means. We have about 50,000} 
persons visit the park annually] 


and something should be done 
about the matter.” 


At the same time, he also re- 


ferred to an order issued by thel! 


Vigo County Board of Health 
ordering the closing of all un- 
authorized dumps in the county. 
Tuesday, Harbaugh said, “If 
Welch is going to stop individ- 
uals from operating a dump at 
a place where they want a 
ravine filled up, then why 
doesn't he pursue the same law 
and make the residents in the 
jpark area quit draining their 
sewage into a city park?" 
Flatly, Harbaugh said, ‘The 
situation will be cleared up. If; 
nothing else, the drains that) 
lead under Kean Lane and into; 
the park will be plugged.” He 
also announced the three ponds 
will be drained in September, 
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5 #| Tuesday, Dr. Duckwa' re- 
Park Chief Denies City iive ‘| portedly placed the blame for| 
CE , '|the pollution on the Board of, 


T: hb: 
At Fault For 
T-A- She 
By JOE WAGNER 
Star Staff Writer’ 


Three ponds in Deming Park 
that for years provided quanti- 
tative if not qualitative fishing: 
fun for youngsters have bel 
come the center of controversy 
between county and city offi- 
cials because of pollution. 

Tuesday night, City Park 
Superintendent Howard Har- 
baugh took issue with Dr. Ber- 
tram F. Duckwall, Vigo Coun- 
ty health commissioner, who 
earlier in the day said he want- 
ed to set the record straight 
and placed the blame for the 
‘water foul-up on the Terre 


The controversy started last 
Friday when Harbaugh an- 
nounced he was closing the 
ponds to wading and fishing be- 


water. He said drainage from 
septic tanks in residential areas 
east of Kean Lane from Dem- 
jing Park is feeding into an open 
|pond and then feeding into the 
‘ponds through drains under 
Kean Lane. , 
Tuesday night Harbaugh said, 
“I think Dr. Duckwall and his 
assistant, Paul Welch are pass- 
ing the buck instead Bf setting 
the record straight. The law 
says you can't run sewage over 


| Haute Board of Sanitary Com- 
| missioners. 
E [c 


or on someone else's property 
and it is up to them to enforce 
|the law." 


Dirty Ponds | 


Sanitary Commissioners for 
their failure to begin work on| 
the projected Terre Haute-| 
j Seelyville sewer.- | 
The project, which has been! 
{in the talking stage for several! 
years, came to a head severa 
years ago when the Indian 


cause of high pollution of the|'State Board of Health ordered 


the Glenn Home to stop dump- 
ing waste into Lost Creek, and 
the plans were laid for the 


| Sewer extension. 


Several months ago the Sani- 
tary District was notified $800,- 
000 in federal tax funds had 
|/been allocated to help in build- 
ling the sewer. 

City Engineer John T. Byrne 
said Tuesday construction on 
the project hopefully will get 
thee way by next summer at 


ithe earliest. ^ 
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City Park Superintendent 
Howard Harbaugh Friday after- 
oon ordered all wading and 
fishing in Deming Park ponds 
stopped. 

The order was issued upon 
receipt of results of laboratory; 
tests taken from water fromi 
three ponds at the park that} 
showed a high percentage of; 
pollution. Í 

Harbaugh said, “One drop of! 
water could make a kid sick. A/ 
mouthful could make children! 
seriously ill." 

Fishing, he said has been out 
since last year, when most of 
the fish were killed by chemi- 
cals put in the water in an at- 
tempt to kill vegetation. He said 
three truck loads of dead fish 
were hauled. away from me 


ponds. 

Pollution of the ponds has be 
come an issue between city and 
county officials in the last sevi 
eral months. Several months, 
ago Harbaugh threatened to dig. 
a ditch along Kean Lane to; 
Poplar Street and drain some of; 
the polluted water reportedly 
coming from homes in the area.) 

Friday, Harbaugh said draing 
age from septic tanks is going: 
into an open pond located. 
across from Deming Park and; 
then is going into the part 
ponds. He said, “I’m responsix 
ble for the safeness in the parks} 
and this situation is going to he: 
taken care of by legal means.” 

Harbaugh referred to an or- 
der issued Aug. 14, by the Vigo 
County Health Department or- 
[dering the closing of all un- 
authorized dumps in the count 
; He asked, "We would like to) 
|know why no action is being| 
taken in stopping pollution of; 
į the Deming Park ponds. About 
150,000 people a year visit the, 

)park and something should 5 


| done about the matter.” 


Park Pollution Probk 


TAH, farks 


Still Open, To, S 


‘ 


nearby residential areas int 


- 


Deming "ark. po rcached 


the parties directly involved. 
Howard Harbaugh. city park 


and areas east of Kean Lane,} 


an eastern*city boundary, : put 
ting the problem under county 
supervision, 

Dr. Bertram Duckwall, coun- 
ly health chief, has placed the 
blame on the city for not hav- 
ing a projected Terre Haute- 
Seelyville sewer project. 

. + + 

Monday, Harbaugh sent. a let- 
ter to Dr. Duckwall saying in 
part, "As this is also a county 
problem, I feel like the county 
commissioners should take ac- 
tion with you and your County 
Health Board.” Harbaugh’ con- 
cluded by saying if no. action 
is taken, “I will take cther 
steps to bring this matter tc 
a conclusion." 

Tuesday, Dr. Duckwall sent 
a letter to Harbaugh. The text 
follows: y 
My dear Mr. Harbaugh: 

In answer to your letter of 
Oct. 21, I must acknowledge a 
ibit of wonderment. Under date 
of October 7, 1968, Mr. Oral H, 
Hert, State Board of Heaith 
Water Pollution Division, gave 
the following information on the 
so-called pollution of the ponds 
in Deming Park: 

"It is. the opinion of this 
office that the only perma- 
nent solution to this problem 


is to extend sanitary sewers _ 


| into the area from the City - 
of Terre Haute" also: “The 
ponds in Deming Park were 


See POLLUTION 
l On Page 7, Column 3 


. £54 
The -two-meonth-old fuss ~pe- 
Ween the Terre Haute park 
Superintendent and the Vigo 
County health officer over res- 
ponsibility for controlling 
flowing polluted water, from 


the letter-writing Stagë between 


superintendent, is of the apinion| Controlling algae and duck- 


jl t 
Fle 

i i The issue of pollution of the 
P eda D re of onds in the city's largest park 
duckweed was dead and de. Moat is visited by approximately 
composing which was respon- 0,000 persons annually came 
sible for an objectionable W? a head two months ago when 
odor. . . . It is unlikely that Wiarbaugh ordered all wading 
the duckweed problem wil] (P24 fishing in the ponds stopped 
siginficantly improve when after laboratory reports showed 
the discharge ceases .. . con. |? high percentage of pollution. 
sideration should be given to Several months before closing 
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lto dig a ditch along Kean Lane| 
to Poplar Street and drain some 
lof the polluted water reportedly 
coming from homes in the area. 


+ + + 

Harbaugh has said if every- 
thing else fails, he will plug up 
the open drain which leads 
form the residential areas into 
the park. 

In August when the blame for 
the matter was placed on the 
Terre Haute Board of Sanitary 
Commissioners, City Engineer 
John T. Byrne said, ‘‘This thing 
has been inherited from the 
previous administration and the 
commission is doing everything 
possible to expedite work on 
the project." : 

Byrne pointed out at the time 
that work will not start on the 
project until next summer, al- 
though federal funds have been 
allocated for part of the con- 
struction. 

He also said matn of sub- 
his i u roblem. I am[divisions that border the sewer 
koma by is poa Dus [eoe will have to pay their 
that the city under an agree-Jown bills for construction — 
ment years ago has completeflines leading to the mainlin 
jurisdiction over Kean Lane andlsewer and for connections to it 
could actually put in the exten- 
sion you mention. More to the 
point — where is the sanitary 
sewer? So why put up a 
“holler” when you could actual- 
ly do something about it from a 
practical standpoint.” 

Yours truly; 

B. F. Duckwall, M. D. 
Health Officer 

Vigo County 

Health Department 


+ + + 

City Attorney George Tofaute 
Tuesday night said he was not 
familiar, without checking rec- 
jords, of the existence of such 
lan agreement made between 
the city and the county com- 
missicners. 

Frank Crawford, who pre- 
ceded Tofaute as city attorney, 
Said he was familiar with an 
agreement made a number of 


weed in the ponds chemical- 
y 

In August I sent you a de- 
tailed account of the problem 
and ended with this statement: 
"a branch of the sewer system 
coming from Lincolnshire and 
Terre Vista could be extended 
along Kean Lane and could re- 
Ceive effluent from septic tanks 
along this road." 

Aside from the real issue, pol- 
lution from privately owned 
Sewerage systems, the actual 
analysis showed so few coli- 
form bacteria that a state board 
representative said wading 
could be indulged in freely in 
these ponds at that time. 


This does not obviate the 


j 


1962 recommended the sanitary 
sewer which will extend from 
Seelyville and join the city 
sewerage system. 

You are in error in stating 


agreement was for ‘mainte. 
nance" purposes only. He ex- 
‘plained such an agreement also 
was made between the county 
and city concerning Haythorne 
Avenue, where both parties 
Were to share maintenance 
bosts of the streets. 


the ponds, Harbaugh threatened| 


Park Chief Asks 
Hel I in Halfi 
Water Pollution 


Howard Harbaugh, superin- 
tendent of the city park de- 
partment, Monday sent a letter 
to Dr. B. F. Duckwall, county 
health officer, requesting him: 
to take action to clear up the! 
problem of pulluted water be-! 
ing drained into the Deming} 
Park ponds. 

Harbaush wrote he had spok- 
en with Dr. Duckwall Aug. 29, 
and also in the letter said, “It 
fs still my opinion the only 
solution to this problem is to 
extend sewers from this area 
to the cit, system, and up to 
this date I have not heard from 
you.” 


“As this is also a county 
problem,” Harbaugh wrote, “I 
feel like the county Commission- 
ers should take action with you 
and vour County Health Board. 
All I am asking is that you 
enforce the law." - 

The letter concluded, “if I do 
Trot hear from you, I will take, 
other steps to bring this aS 
to a conclusion." 

Harbaugh said if no action is 
taken in the near future he 
would take up the matter with 
the city lega] department and 
‘if that fails to help, he said, 
“The last alternative would be 
to plug up the culvert leading 
into the park with cement." 

Harbaugh said, “One way or 

the other, I will not have pol- 
luted ponds in Deming Park 
jnext summer.” 
; Harbaugh also said the Dem- 
ing Park gates will be closed 
at 8 p.m. instead of 10 p.m. 
because of vandalism at the 
park. 

He said that the park would 
istay onen later in the winter 
Iwhen the weather would allow 
ice skating. sledding and other 
winter sports. 


Park Chief Asl | 
Help m Halpin 
Wa do fol 


Howard Harbaugh, superin- 
tendent of the city park de- 
partment, Monday sent a letter 
to Dr. B. F. Duckwall, county 
health officer, requesting him 
to take action to clear up the 
problem of pulluted water be- 
ing drained into the Deming 
Park’ ponds. 

Harbaugh wrote he had spok- 
en with Dr. Duckwall Aug. 29, 
and also in the letter said, “It 
is still my opinion the only 
solution to this problem is to 
extend sewers from this area 
to the cit’, system, and up to 
this date I have not heard from 
you." 


“As this is also a county 
problem," Harbaugh wrote, “I 
feel like the county Commission- 
ers should take action with you 
and vour County Health Board. 
Al I am asking is that you 
enforce the law." 

The letter concluded, “If I do 
not hear from you, I will take 
other steps to bring this matter 
to a conclusion." 

Harbaugh said if no action is 
taken in the near future he 
would take uo the matter with 
the city legal department and 
if that fails to help, he said, 
"The last alternative would be 
to plug up the culvert leading 
into the park with cement" ` 

Harbaugh said, “One way or 
ithe other, I will not have pol-| 
luted ponds. in Deming Park | 
next summer.” 

Harbaugh also said the Dem- | 
ing Park gates will be closed! 
at 8 p.m. instead of 10 p.m. 
because of vandalism at the 
park. 

He said that the park would 
stay onen later in the winter 
when the weather would allow 
lice skating. sledding and other 
|winter sports. 
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He EDITOR'S MAIL 


The Tribune welcomes letters from readers. The briefer they are 
the better the chance of publication. Alt are subject ta condensation or 
rejection. All must be signed. The Tribune does not necessarily agree 
with statements made and does 2 assume responsibility. 
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I am at last fed up by the repeated misrepresentations 
of the Deming Park authorities wherein they try to shift 
the entire blame for the deteriorated condition of their 
ponds on the residents east of Kean Lane. 

I live on Kean Lane, directly across the road from Dem- 
ing Park. I finally examined the Deming Park ponds and 
found that they were clogged with dead limbs, rotten logs, 
beer cans, bottles, paper cups and other trash. Certainly 
the residents east of Kean Lane cannot be blamed for such 
slovenly neglect. I have a pond adjacent to Kean Lane and 
there is a large amount of beer cans, whiskey bottles, etc., 
thrown into and around it by thoughtless individuals driv- 
ing along the road. All of this trash is carefully collected 
and hauled away to the county dump. 

If the so-called pollution came from the ponds east of 
Kean Lane then these ponds should be in worse shape, or 
at least as bad, as those in Deming Park. However, this is 
not true. On the contrary the private ponds are far more 
beautiful. X 

Now to the real reasons for the condition of Deming 
Park ponds and a suggested remedy: * 


CAUSES OF POLLUTION 


(1.) The ponds are surrounded by a small forest of 
large trees and every autumn several tons of leaves fall 
into, and are washed into, the ponds. These sink to the bot- 
tom and decay to form a very fertile compost. 


(2.) Hundreds of muskrats burrow into the shores of the 
ponds and transfen the soil into the ponds where it mixes 
with the leaves to form compost. I have had to line the 
shores of my pond with a stone wall in order to protect it 
from the hordes of muskrats migrating from Deming Park. 

As a result of the high fertility imparted to the ponds 
in the above manner, the numerous forms of plant life in 
the water grow with great rapidity and luxuriance. Over 
the years the remains of thesé plants, leaves and transferred 
Soil form a layer of slime and muck on the bottom of the 
ponds several feet thick and if neglected will eventually 
clog the ponds completely. ph 

ar NES 
THE REMEDY oS a 


(1.) Recently I talked with a group of ranchers from 
Nebraska who maintain stock watering ponds and fish rais- 
ing ponds from large amounts of water pumped out of the 

. ground. When the aqueous plant life grows too rapidly and 
luxuriantly due to accumulated compost, the fish do not 
thrive because too much of the available oxygen is used up 
by growing plants. The ranchers found that it was necessary 
from time to time to clean the pond with a trash pump 
mounted on oil drums which removed the slime and muck 
from the bottom of the pond and deposited it on the shore. 
This is somewhat like vacuum cleaning a rug. The compost 
collected in this manner was much in demand by nursery- 
men. - $ i 

The Deming Park ponds should be cleaned every few 

years in this manner. w 


(2.) The shores of the ponds should be lined with stone 
walls which project down into the earth about 18 inches. 
This will prevent muskrats from filling the ponds with soil. 

Finally, I wish to state that my own pond is fed by two 
big springs and that the water from it definitely is not pol- 
luting Deming Park. & b. «3 
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Very truly yours, 


i - G. H. MOREY, PhD, 
~ d 400 Kean Lane... 
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‘Levin, | Urges Ae Af tion 
On Water pal ition 


Sid Levin, president of the|combat the; contamination. of combat the” cont 
city’s park board, has sent Shana lakes in mE * 
hare to Mayor Leland Larrea In the letter, Levin said he 
and members of the City Coun-lnaq talked with City Attorney 


cil urging action be taken M/George B. Tofaute, who in- 


for 
cing corrective measures t9 formed him there is an enabling) 


jact which permits a special ordi-]] 
nance to be passed giving the |} 
city the authority to force cor-| 

rective measures. f 
| The text of Levin's letter fol.; 
lows: Í 

Terre Haute, Indiana. 

November 20, 1968. J 
[Mayor Leland Larrison and 
‘Common Council of City of 
"Terre Haute, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Dear Mayor and Common 

Council: 

As president of the Park 
t Board of the City of Terre 
-|Haute, I wish to express my 
[opinion in regard to the contam- 

h ination of water in the lakes a 

E Deming Park. 

This is my ninth year of serv. 

.jice on the Park Board in thes 
-|city, and the contamination of: 
water. in. the lakes at Deming, 
ps has always been a source. 
of grievance. Each. lime. these! 

:lakes have been tested, they: 
y have shown contamination. In 
‘past analyzations this has been; 
reported to the State Board of i 
'|Health, and nothing has: veces 
'| done about it. 


Our park superintendent, Jer-| 
ry Harbaugh, has tried in vain! 
to solve the problem, and I be- 
lieve the solution of the problem 
lies with you, the council. First, 
we must determine why said 
water is contaminated and this 
certainly doesn’t require an en- 
gineer’s service, for it is quite 
evident that contamination of 
these waters comes from human 
waste which is due to faulty 
sewage systems of houses in 
|| Woodridge. Some sewer systems 
drain right into storm sewers 
| which eventually drain into 
| Deming Park lakes. Some peo- 
ple have talked and written edi- 
torizs in regard to pollution of: 
the lakes, and have referred to; 
debris, etc., in these lakes which 
can be cleared. Any such debris, 
|without question, should bej 
cleared, but pollution is not the’ 
emergency measure. i 

In my opinion, contamination, 
is the amergency measure and: 
contamination caused from t h e! 
aforestated reason must be cor- 
rected, otherwise, it is possible, 
from medical opinions given 
me, to have a possible typhoid 
epidemic. 

I have talked to the city attor- 
ney who states there is an En- 
abling Act which permits a spe- 
cial ordinance to be passed, giv- 
ing the city the authority to 
force corrective measures. If 
this is what it takes to do the 
job, then I implore the members 
of the City Council to do their 
job and pass this ordinance. 

You would certainly be help- 
ing Superintendent Harbaugh 
and members of the Park Board 
in their duties to create a bet- 
ter park sestem, and would also 
be performing an essential duty 
of all citizens to do whatever is 
necessary for prevention of dis- 
ease. 
| Let's all work together once 

and for all, and get this matter 
| resolved. The time for talk hasi 
passed, the time for action is | 

ow! 


Yours truly, 
Sidney Levin, President 
Park Board. 
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QAM, PERS a-se : 
City Plans To Drain 


| Deming Park Ponds 


By JOE WAGNER Woodridge Subdivision and other 

] Star Staff Writer areas pur ee Lane, dis 
H undary, 
| The Terre Haute Board of the SAA de FA Loupe 
vision of the Vigo County Board 
of Health;-headed by Dr. Ber- 
tram F, Duckwall.« "995 

In October, Harbaugh wrote to } 
br. Duckwali asking him to clear 


up the-problen of pollution. Har-| 
baugh said he felt the county 
Commissioners should..take ac- 
tion, along with the health board, 
and do something about the| 
matter. i 


‘Park Commissioners Tuesday 
took positive and simple action 
‘to end once and forever the pol- 
lution problem in two ponds at 
‘Deming Park. è 
By a unanimous vote, the com: 
missioners voted to fill the ponds 
with dirt, plant grass and seed 
in the filled-in area and turn the 
area into another picnic site at! 
ithe park. | 
: City Park Superintendent How. 


failed to help, he said, “The last 
» + + + alternative would be to plug up; 
The ponds to be filled are to-|| the culvert leading into the park: 


ing Park and are near Keanj| He added, “One way ór the? 
Lane. : :::,. Hother, I will not have pollutedi 
Harbaugh ordered the two!) ponds in Deming Park next| 
ponds closed last summer upon! summer." i 
i | Dr. Duckwall replied to Har-| 
baugh’s letter by saying in part, 
"It is the opinion of this office 
that the only permanent solution 
to this problem is to extend sani- 
tary sewers from the City of 
Terre Haute.” 
+ + + 
Shortly after the ponds were 
ordered closed, Dr. Duckwall re- 
portedly placed the blame for, 
the : pollution on the Board oi 


from water in the ponds that! 
Showed a high percentage of pol- 
lution. At the time, he Said, 


by chemicals put in the water in| 
jan attempt to kill vegetation. At 
the time, he said, three truck 
loads of dead fish were hauled 
away from the ponds. ». te, 
^| Harbaugh said in his x Sila 
ion „yas: comin om: E A» 
da rc x : AC A |. The project, which had been i 
the talking stage for severa 
years, came to a head. about 
three years ago when the Indi: 
ana State Board of Health order- 
ed the Glenn Home to stop dump- 
ing waste into Lost Creek after 
which plans for the sewer were 
drafted. * 


Following the meeting of the 
park board Tuesday, Harbaugh 
Said work on filing in thet 
ponds will begin as soon as the} 
i weather is favorable and the 
necessary fill material is avail. 
| able. 
| In other business. the board 
, announced that children 12} 
years of age and under will be: 


able to purchase books of 25). 


swimming tickets that will be 
| honored at any city pool for $5. 
Rates for adult Season. tickets | 
will remain the same as last 
year. Single admission. tickets 
ifor children at Sheridan and 
Voorhees pools will be 25 cents, | 
while adults wili Pay 50 cents. 
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ildren will pay 35 cents te 
eae at Deming Park and 

s 65 cents. 

he board also voted to tear 
down an old dwelling at Collett 
Park and replace it with a 
concrete block strutture to be 
used for storage purposes. Two 
néw horseshoe courts will be 
constructed at the park. 
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Fish biologist 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Some shocking events occurred Tuesday 
afternoon in two city parks. 

Fish biologists from the state Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources used electric 
currents to study the fish populations of 
ponds in Dobbs and Deming parks. 

The two state officials — Jerry Stillings, 
fisheries bioloigist, and Garold Spoon- 
more, assistant properties manager of the 
state Avoca Fish Hatchery near Bedford 
— were brought to Terre Haute in an effort 
to improve game fishing in the city parks, 
according to city Park Superintendent Pat 
Ralston. 

Stillings and Spoonmore took to the pond 
at Dobbs and to the two ponds at Deming 
‘in a boat containing electrodes that dangle 
in the water. 

Under the process, a generator on the 
boat runs a pulsating current into the 
water. 

The pulsing action of the current lures 
fish to the area of the boat where they are 
then stunned by the electricity and pop to 
the surface. Stillings explained. The shock 
does not kill the fish. 

Once the fish rise to the surface, they 
are scouped up in a net and placed in water 
on the boat 


After the biologists obtain a sample of 


Fe" $ stu 


fish, the » gilled uxo are weighed and 
measured, and samples of their scales are 
taken. Then they are thrown back into the 
water to resume their pond life. 

Information on each fish is catalogued 
and it will be analyzed later by the fishery 
biologists. 

By analyzing the types of fish along with 
their sizes and ages, some recommenda- 
tions can be made as to what park officials 
should do with the ponds, Stillings said. 

In the Deming ponds, numerous "rough 
fish" such as carp and buffalo surfaced 
along with a few game fish such as bass 
and blue gill. The ‘‘rough fish" that sur- 
faced were not considered game fish and 
removed from the ponds. 

Stillings said it appears the best move 
for the Deming ponds will be restocking 
them with catfish and moving existing 
game fish to the Dobbs pond. Some 
restocking could be done this fall, reports 
indicated. 

The Dobbs pond was found to be holding 
bass and blue gill. No “‘rough’’ fish types 
were found there. 

It is expected the "rough fish" will be 
erradicated at the Deming ponds, Ralston 


J 
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dy park ponds 


re 
nt of game fish by taking more of the 
food supply, reports indicated. 

By improving the fishing at the parks, it 
is hoped the parks will. be appealing to 
more families, Ralson said. He estimated 
that within two years the fishing at both 
parks will be improved as a result of 
Tuesday's study and some restocking of 
the ponds. 

Stillings pointed out that using electric; 
current to catch fish is against the law! 
except for licensed persons such as state 
fisheries biologists. 


rted. Those fish hamper the develop- ^ 


Demin ng Park Pond Comes Cleaner 


By 4 E EA PA wig 
| Star Staff Writer 5 i 


| Kids, ducks and fish will have 
clean water to splash in at the 
pond near the entrance to Dem- 
ing Park when the park of- 
|ficially opens this Spring, ac- 
icording to Howard Harbaugh, 

City park superintendent. 

The pond, which was built 
|during WPA days in the 1930s 
iis being drained and after it is 
dredged and cleaned of an as- 
sortment of debris and silt, it 
will be refilled from water sup- 
plied by a small stream that 
flows through the park. 

"EMEN SE 

Mayor Leland Larrison said, 
“This project is something we 
have wanted to do for some 
time, but we had to wait until 
money was available for the 
project.” 

Harbaugh Wednesday said the 
water level now is jow enough 
that approximately six feet of 
|silt can be seen at the upper 
lend. Also visible on the bottom 
of the pond are bicycles, beer 
lcans, bottles, old tires, some 
pieces of boiler plate, several 
trash barrels and park benches 
and assorted pieces of water- 
soaked fire wood. 

The pond, which is approxi- 
mately one acre in size, is Ma 
20 feet deep near the dam a 
the west edge of the park. the 
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SAD SIGHT — Howard Harbaugh, city park superintendent, looks dismally at the array of 
depth is one reason city officials} trash and junk found on the bottom of the pond at the entrance to Deming Park. The pond 
lkept ice-skaters away until is being drained and will be dredged and cleaned, then filled with water from a small 
(mere was SURIcIent Ice TPUZER stream that flows through the park. Debris found on the bottom of the pond included park 


am benches, trash barrels, bicycles, beer cans, bottles and pieces of boiler plate, (Photo by 
to support the skaters who visit | Kadel 


the pond during the winter, Al- 
though there were several days 
of below zero weather, there 
also was a snow cover on top 
of the ice which made it unsafe 
Ko skaters. 

| oo Gr 

Harbaugh said more than 300 
icrappies and 15 or 20 large 
mouth bass have been taken! 
ifrom the pond and transferred 
ito the lake at Dobbs Park. 

|! Also taken from the pond as 
iit was being drained were a 


inumber of rough fish — carp 
and buffalo — which were dis- 
carded. 


While the front pond is being 
renovated, Harbaugh said two 
ponds at the east edge of the 
park near Keane Lane have 
been. drained and filled with 
earth because they were con- 
taminated. He said the ponds 
are filed at the present time 
except for top-soil. When top- 
soil is applied, it will be planted 
in grass and will provide an 
area for more picnic tables and 
ks at the park. 
| 


Harbaugh said although res- 
ervations for ovens and shelters 
are now being accepted at the 
park board office, the ovens 
will not be available for use 
until May 1. 
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FISH REARING PONDS DEFERENCE 


Young people in the community may never have heard of them. They have been 
gone awhile, but in days gone by fish rearing ponds provided quantitative if not 
qualitative fishing fun for young and old alike. 

In 1932 the Izaak Walton League of America's Terre Haute chapter completed 
two game fish rearing ponds in Deming Park. In the spring of 1933 the state 
conservation department furnished 75,000 large mouth black bass fry for these 
ponds. These fish were later placed in the public waters of Vigo County. Two 
additional ponds were completed in 1934 and a fifth pond, much larger than the 
others, was added in 1935. This pond was used for breeding and spawning purposes, 
the young fish when large enough to be transferred to the other four ponds for 
maturing. The chapter hatched and raised their own fish. The approximate cost 
of rearing ponds at that time was about $4,000. 

When the Izaak Walton League started building the rearing ponds they also 
took on the task of landscaping the hills and provided an arboretum, that in 
addition to beautifying the park itself, also gave children of the Wabash Valley 
an opportunity to know and appreciate the native plants of Indiana. 

Placed on the eastern side of the park, the ponds were so arranged that 
they presented a most unusual and beautiful scenic effect. The steep banks of 
the valley were planted with native plants, ferns, hepaticas, ginger plants, 
marsh marigolds, partridge berry vines, trailing wahoo vimos, wild seedum, and 
mosses. Plume grass, hybiscus, pussy willows, tamarack, various kinds of ever- 
greens and many kinds of native shrubs were clumped in appropriate places. The 
walks were edged with ground ivy, myrtle and money-wert which ined over the 
stone walls, down to the water's edge. The League's greatest objective was to 
encourage people to preserve, protect, and appreciate America's great outdoors. 

The fish rearing ponds were about one acre in size. The catch used to 
mostly be bluegills and catfish. When families arrived at the park they would 
split up. Dad and the boys would go fishing while Mom and the girls fixed the 
picnic lunch. Crappie, mouth bass, carp, and buffalo could be found in the ponds. 


Fishing rodeos used to be held, with prizes awarded to the boy or girl catching 


the most fish and biggest fish. 
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In the summer of 1968 the ponds were ordered closed because of high 
pollution in the water. Many of the fish were killed by chemicals put in: 
the water in an attempt to kill vegetation. People's safety was an issue. 

Two ponds were drained a few months later and filled in with dirt. Grass 
was planted and the areas were turned into picnic sites at the park. The main 
pond at the entrance to the park was drained, dredged, cleaned, then refilled 
with water supplied by a small stream flowing through the park. 

Fish rearing ponds, as they were known, are a thing of the past. In 
those times the natural beauty, accented with so many man-made attributes, was 


the admiration of stranger and Terre Haute native alike. 
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Flora of Indiana’ 
Is Perpetuated In 
Terre Haute Park 


Spectal to The Christian Sctence Monitor 
TERRE HAUTE, Ind.—An arbo- 
retum, in which every native 
Indiana tree, fern, shrub and flower 
will grow, is being planted in Dem- 
,ing Park here. This, not only to 
beautify the hills of the park itself 
but to give children of the Wabash 
Valley an opportunity to know and 
appreciate the native plants of thelr 
" State. é 
Guy Stantz, principal of the 
Gerstmeyer Technical High School 
and enthusiastic member of the 
Izaak Walton League, has charge of 
the planting, which started a year 
ago in October. He has growing in 
his backyard more than 100 wild 
flowers all collected and replanted 
by himself. ` 


The Izaak Walton League has 
erected five large reaying ponds for 


The donor of the park to the city 
years &go conditioned that it be left 
& wooded tract so that coming gen- 
eratioris could see there a bit of 
Indiana as it originally was before 
the work of burning and digging out 
trees and shrubs was started. 

When the Walton League started 
building the rearing ponds, members 
told the park board they were going 
to landscape the hills. Mr. Stantz, 
named chairman of the landscaping 
committee, decided on the arbore- 
tum. 

And now a year after work on 1t 
was started, maiden hair ferns, walk- 
ing ferns, black fern, rattlesnake fern 
and other varieties; wild seedum, 
wild ginger, partridge berry, sassa- 
fras, dogwood, bitter sweet and more 
|than two score other varieties of 
shrubs and trees grow there besides 
many families of wild flowers. 

Visiting Waltonians who have seen 
Deming Park rearing ponds, its ar- 
boretum, and tts quaint old-fashioned 
walks, rustic bridges, shelter house 
and lighthouse are boosting like work 
in their states. 

“While the Government is refor- 
esting the country, it might reshrub 
and reflower it,” a visiting Walton- 
n sald recently. ue 


nnum 
Gene Stratton Porter wrote vol- 
umes about the wild plants of In- 
diana. School children who read the 
stories of the Limberlost are finding 
all these plants. she mentioned in 
the Deming Park Arboretum. 

Mr. Stantz and his students will 
continue their work of planting wild 
plants on the park hills. For the 
work of building a real arboretum 
like this isn’t one of weeks or 
months, but of years. 
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